
Aldersgate In Action
In Depth: The Aldersgate logo was inspired by the Love Sculpture in Philadelphia, 
PA., to remind us that God is Love and that Love is the Greatest Commandment.

Aldersgate United Methodist Church • 1741 Sayles Blvd.,  Abilene, TX 79605 • (325) 672-7893
www.aldersgateabilene.org

Welcome to Aldersgate United Methodist Church, where the mission is to raise up deeply 
devoted disciples of Jesus. You have a place here. Regardless of who you are, where you 
have been and where you are in faith’s journey, you belong here. In Aldersgate In Action, 
you will find information about various ministries and opportunities. Please, feel no 
pressure. Just know that if you are looking to grow in your faith and in relationships with 
God and others, you are welcome and encouraged to do both here. Grace and Peace! 

In Depth: “Being Church: What God has Made Us to be Together” is the name of our current sermon 
series, which has been designed to help us explore the nature of and God’s purpose for the Church. Today’s 
theme, “Compassionate” is the fifth in the series.  You will find the order of worship for today’s service on 
Page 4. 



In the Works
Regularly Scheduled Services and Opportunities to Grow and Serve:

Sunday:  
    9:00  a.m.  Traditional Worship
   10:05 a.m.  Sunday School
   11:05 a.m.  Contemporary Worship 
     5:00 p.m.  Youth
        Growth Groups
        Kids for Christ
     7:30 p.m.  College Ministry
     
Monday:
     7:00 p.m.   Boy Scouts

In Depth:  Each week, the pages of the In Action will contain updates, news and other information about 
Aldersgate’s music ministry, the children’s, youth and college ministries, and opportunities to serve in the 
Mission Field. (The Mission Field has been identified as four areas of focus in which to share the love of 
God outside of the church locally: McMurry University (and other Abilene colleges and universities), Bowie 
Elementary, Our Neighborhoods and Aldersgate Academy). 

All are welcome! Please contact the Office (672-7893), if you’d like to know
    more about becoming involved in the activities on the schedule below. 

This Week:
Tuesday:
     6:00 p.m.   Jubilee Ringers

Wednesday: 
     2:00 p.m.  Growth Groups
     5:30-6:30  Ash Wednesday
                        Come-and-Go Service
     6:30 p.m.  Growth Groups
     7:00 p.m.  Chancel Choir

Music Ministry: Notes From the Loft
   The Chancel Choir of Aldersgate is joining 
choirs from First UMC Eastland, St. Paul’s and 
St. James UMC of Abilene in an invitational 
concert presented by the Chanters of McMurry 
University. The Chanters will be performing 
the great masterwork, Mozart’s Requiem, 
on Thursday, April 14, and have invited area 
Methodist churches to participate. This splendid 
concert will feature an orchestra and soloists 
from across the state of Texas. McMurry vocal 

professors Dr. Elizabeth Moss and Dr. Christina Wilson will be the soprano and alto soloists, respectively, 
and Dr. Gregory Church (Howard Payne) and Dr. Scott LaGraff (Steven F. Austin State University) will fill 
out the quartet. Aldersgate singers interested in being a part of this special collaboration can  contact me 
at wallis.david@mcm.edu to get information and a score. Learning tracks are available as well to get up to 
speed on this amazingly beautiful work.
    The Chancel Choir is beginning work on special music for Easter, as well. Anyone interested in joining 
the choir for this special service may come at 8:15 p.m. on Wednesdays to the Chancel Choir rehearsal.
    Grace and Peace! — David Wallis



     This spring, Aldersgate is continuing our Men’s Softball Team. Participants must be finished with high 
school or at least 18-years-old. Games will be played on Monday nights. The cost is $50, which includes 
team and player dues, a jersey and practice field costs. The number of teams that sign up will determine the 
number of games. We are estimating about 10 games and then playoffs. 
     If you would like to be a part of the team, please grab a contract from the Welcome Center and fill it out. 
Return the contract and your entry fee to Scott Findley or Daniel Mathis by Sunday, February 28. 
    Also available at the Welcome 
Center are extra shirts for fans, 
or if you just want a comfortable 
shirt with the Aldersgate logo. 
The cost per shirt is $20.
    This is another fun way in 
which our community here at 
Aldersgate can grow closer in 
relationship with one another. 
Contact Scott Findley at 325-
370-2502 or Daniel Mathis 
at 325-370-5223 for more 
information. — Daniel Mathis

Softball: Spring Sign-ups 

Children’s Ministry: Lent and Kids
     I was in college the first time I heard about Lent. I 
was working at an after-school program and some of 
the children told me they could not have the chocolate 
cookies we were serving for snack because they had 
given up chocolate for Lent. I was pretty impressed that 
small children would give up something as wonderful 
as chocolate for 40 days! Now that I’m a parent myself, 
our family usually participates in Lent together by 
choosing to give something up (sometimes with the 
kids’ full acceptance and sometimes with more than a 
little push-back!) This year, in thinking about Lent, I 

want my kids and all the kids of the church to understand that Lent is much more than giving something up. 
Lent is a time of preparing ourselves for Easter, for taking time to reflect on Jesus and what he experienced 
so long ago. This Wednesday is Ash Wednesday, and I hope you will consider bringing your children to the 
come-and-go service from 5:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. It is self-paced, and we encourage you to use it as a time of 
quiet reflection. I usually offer an explanation  to my kids before we arrive, and we sit at the back and quietly 
read the reflection card together before going up to receive the ashes. If nothing else, it will usually bring up 
several questions from the kids, and we can converse about our faith. I pray this Lent will be a time for your 
family to prepare your hearts together for Easter.— Alayna Brooks



Being Church:  What God has made us to be together...
Compassionate
1 Peter 3:8-12
Sermon Notes

      Our Mission: Raising Up Deeply Devoted Disciples of Jesus

Knee-Jerk REACTIONS!

Finally…

Tenderhearted…Compassionate…GOOD BOWELS?

Repaying evil with BLESSING…

	 Forgiveness	and	Reconciliation

 Generosity and Service

 Speaking Face-to-Face

 Margin

Welcoming Prayer:  Focus, Welcome, and Let Go



Being Church: What God has Made us to be Together ... Compassionate
Growth Group Questions 
Week 4: February 7-13

1. Share a few things that easily get you stirred up and angry (your pet peeves).      

2. What circumstances do you find it the easiest to be compassionate? What about the 
    most difficult?

3. What one thing really grabbed your attention during this week’s sermon? Was there 
    anything new that you learned?

4. Read I Peter 3:8. Does it surprise you that being compassionate make this “finally”  
    list? Why do you think being compassionate is so important? How do you think 
    humility and being compassionate are related to each other?

        

(continued on reverse side)



Growth Group Questions Continued

5. Read Colossians 3:12. What do you think it means to “cloth yourself with compassion?”  
    What do you think can help us to grow in our capacities to be more compassionate? 

6. The scripture is insistent that we do not repay evil with evil, but rather with blessings.  
    Which of the four areas that pastor Steve talked about do you find the most challenging 
    to give when someone has treated you badly? How can the members of your growth 
    group help? 

7. Read Psalm 103. What do you think it means for us to be crowned with compassion?  

8. Pastor Steve said, “When we welcome God into our anger, frustration, and conflict, God 
    comes full of compassion and abounding in steadfast love. When we allow are hearts 
    to be truly captivated by this reality, we cannot help but grow more compassionate toward 
    others. Our challenge is to do the work of welcoming and trusting God.” What struck you 
    about this? Do you agree? Please explain.  



Academy Connection: Prayer Concern
        A second Academy student and her family need our prayers.  Her name is Jazmine.  One day Jazmine 
awoke for what should have been a normal day. She went to day-care, ate breakfast, played, ate lunch, then 
laid down for a nap. Shortly after falling asleep she sat up and her caregiver noticed her eye twitching. 
Suspecting a possible seizure, 911 was called. The events following the call were terrifying. Jazmine was 
having a complex partial seizure, which continued for  over an hour, followed by more seizures. Jazmine was 
air-lifted to Cook Children’s Hospital in Fort Worth where she was diagnosed with two forms of epilepsy 
plus brain dysplasia.
      Currently her team of doctors feel she is a good 
candidate for brain surgery. Jazmine has completed 
Phase 1 of the pre-surgery tests and is preparing for 
Phase 2 which is very invasive and requires a lengthy 
hospital stay. Phase 2 involves drilling holes into her 
skull and implanting EEG probes directly onto her 
brain, which would then record her seizures. Sometimes 
a patient will go from Phase 2 directly to surgery but 
usually the tests are reviewed and then surgery is 
scheduled. Jazmine continues to do well overall, and 
we are thankful for every good day she has! Presently 
it appears Phase 2 will be sometime in March or early 
April.
        Please pray for Jazmine and her family as they face 
this scary time.  — Carol Rogers

Senior Adult Ministry: One Bite at a Time
     Lately I have asked people, “How do you eat an elephant?” Most have  
just stared at me with blank looks, and to some I gave the answer, “One 
bite at a time.”           
    Senior Adult Ministry is a new approach we are undertaking here at  
Aldersgate. We seniors and retirees have many years behind us, but also 
many years still ahead of us. While speaking to people around the church, 
I have found it is exciting and overwhelming how much there is to do and 
how much we can do.
   We seniors/retirees are not a group with similar interests or needs. 
We travel, we visit, we go to games, movies and cultural events. We are 

conservatives and liberals. We are married, divorced, widows and widowers, and never-married. We are 
healthy and not so healthy. We are shut-ins, and we are active. I only am scratching the surface of who we 
are. You might think we are old geezers, but some of us retired while still in our fifties.
     We would like your help. First, will you pray for us as we get this ministry off the ground? Second, we 
need for you to remind us where we parked our car. (A little senior humor.) If you would like to be a part 
of this wonderful, exciting ministry, contact me at jolietreed@yahoo.com or (254)580-2247. — Reed Justus



In Depth: At Aldersgate, all are invited to practice faithfulness in our 
prayers, presence (attendance), gifts (offering of money), service (action in 
the community) and witness (sharing our faith). You will find information 
about service and witness throughout the pages of Aldersgate In Action. 
This page is dedicated to matters of prayer, presence, and gifts.

Prayers

Gifts 

Clay Meadows
Doris Ogden
Dori Oiler
Lou Swindell
Ken Schmidt
Alice Shaw
Alice Alcala

Carolyn Strain
Military and Families
Mary Gregory
Millie Speed
Sarah Doucette
Delmon Wilson

Presence                           1.31.2016

Budget for 2016 = $777,000
Received This Week = $11,536.83
Received This Month-to-Date = $68,293.29
Received Year-to-Date = $68,293.29
2015 Faith Promise Pledge = $
2015 Faith Promise Contributions = $3,253.16

Staying Connected:

Address: 1741 Sayles, 79605

Phone Number: (325) 672-7893

Office Hours:

     Mon. - Thurs. 8-12, 1-5

     Fri. 8-12

Web Site: 

     www.aldersgateabilene.org

Facebook: Aldersgate UMC

Text Message Reminders:

     gracepeace to 313131

E-mail Reminders:

     news@aldersgateabilene.org

The e-mail prayer list is coordinated by Barbara Owens. Please send prayer requests and 
requests to join the e-mail list to prayer@aldersgateabilene.org.

In Depth: Aldersgate offers two forms of electronic giving: Online Bill 
Pay and ACH Direct Draft.  EFT Authorization Forms are available in 
the office and on our website at www.aldersgateabilene.org.  If you have 
additional questions regarding Stewardship, contact K.B. Woods (672-
7893, kbwoods@aldersgateabilene.org).  

Lou Adams
Clinton Gayle
Addison English
Lora Langford
Bob Kuykendall
Sherli Aldridge

9:00 a.m. Traditional Worship Service = 208
                           11:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship Service = 166
                                     Total Worship Service Attendance = 374
                                                   Sunday School = 185

Aldersgate volunteers serve at the Methodist Food Pantry, located at N. 1st and 
Shelton, on the second Tuesday of the month, from 3:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Free 
childcare is available. For more information call Susan Steele at 605-381-6322.

Ministry Leaders
Pastor: Steve Brooks (325) 660-4415

Associate Pastor: 

     Amy Wilson Feltz (325) 660-5017

Finance: K. B. Woods

Music: David Wallis

Children: Alayna Brooks

     & Amber Redman

Youth/Contemporary Worship:

     Daniel Mathis

College/Young Adults: Kyle Watson

Connections: Jessica Watson

Academy: Carol Rogers

Reception: Susan Acosta

Administration: Kathryn Andrews

Custodial Services: 

     Robert Sandoval

Facebook page: facebook.com/AldersgateUnitedMethodist Church
Twitter:@AldersgateABI
Instagram:@aldersgateabi

In Depth: Sunday School classes are offered at 10:05 a.m. for all ages. To learn 
more about Adult Sunday School classes, call Amy Wilson Feltz at 672-7893 or 
send an e-mail to amywilsonfeltz@aldersgateabilene.org.



by Pastor Steve 
In the Word                

    Trust in the LORD with all your heart and 
lean not on your own understanding; in all 
your ways acknowledge him, and he will make 
your paths straight.  —   Proverbs 3:4-5
  “All in,” “Leave it all on the field,” “Wide 

open,” and “Give it your all” are phrases that we regularly hear 
in connection to sports, the classroom, and our jobs. Nothing 
frustrates a coach, teacher, or boss more than to watch one under 
their care and direction give less than 100 percent.  
    This Wednesday marks the beginning of the Season of Lent on 
the church calendar. Lent consists of the 40 days (not including 
Sundays) before Easter, commemorating Jesus’ 40 days in the 
wilderness at the beginning of his ministry. Historically, during 
Lent, Christians have become more intentional and intense in their 
spiritual practices as a way to allow God to delve the depths of their 
soul to see if they are holding back or protecting any part of their 
heart from God. In essence, Lent gives us the necessary space for us 
to ask ourselves and God, “Is my Heart all in?” 
    Over and over again (at least 20 times), Scripture implores us 
to obey, trust, return, serve, and love God with all our heart. It 
would sound so foreign if Proverbs 3:5 said, “Trust in the Lord with 
SOME of your heart,” wouldn’t it? Yet, we are far more tempted to 
hold back part of our heart from God than to readily offer it ALL. 
Offering God more of our hearts is the essence of our calling to 
grow into further Christlikeness.
  Unhealthy habits, fears, selfishness, negative attitudes, 
unreconciled relationships, FEARS, insecurities, etc. are all  things 
that hinder us from being the whole people of God that God has 
made us to be. When we become content with the un-holiness in 
our lives and build a protective wall around that part of our heart, 
we, in essence, are keeping out the grace, compassion, and love of 
God. We are keeping in the killer of joy and keeping out the giver 
of LIFE.
     Spiritual practices like solitude, self-denial (giving something up 
for lent), repentance and confession give us the means to open our 
hearts more fully to God. It may seem scary at first, but the healing 
and wholeness that will come from God’s grace, compassion, and 
love reaching the dark places of our hearts will change our lives and 
give us life. This lent, may your heart be all in.        

   In 2016, we are reading through 
the Bible together using the Bible 
Project reading plan that includes 
introduction videos for each book 
of the Bible and daily readings. 
They have the Bible divided into 16 
sections or chapters, all designed 
to help you get a feel for the Bible, 
Old and New Testaments, as one 
long story from creation to Christ’s 
ultimate return. We will publish the 
daily readings in the In Action each 
week. You also may find them at 
ht t p: //t hebibleprojec t .t u mbl r.
com/readscripture along with the 
suggested videos. The videos are 
available on the website or you can 
have them sent to your email inbox 
as they come up in the cycle. There 
is also an app for your smart phones.   
  Tim Mackie, one of the founders  
of the Bible Project, says, “We want 
to help you learn how to read the 
Bible as you actually read through 
the entire thing for yourself.” Let’s 
begin this journey through the bible 
together. Grace and Peace, 
—Pastor Steve and Pastor Amy

7 Feb:  Leviticus 24-25, Psalm 38 
8 Feb:  Leviticus 26-27, Psalm 39 
9 Feb:  Numbers 1-4, Psalm 40, 
             Video: Numbers
10 Feb: Numbers 5-7 (skim 7), 
              Psalm 41 
11 Feb: Numbers 8-10, Psalm 42 
12 Feb: Numbers 11-13, Psalm 43
13 Feb: Numbers 14-16, Psalm 44

  Daily Readings


